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CATHOLIC MEDIA GIANTS AND THEOLOGIANS DESCEND ON DAYTON 
DAYTON, Ohio - While reality television programs and journalism scandals seem 
endless, Sister Angela Ann Zukowski, MHSH,likes to focus on the professionals "who dedicate 
their lives to communication in creative, entrepreneurial and spiritual ways." 
During the month of September, the University of Dayton will showcase a number of 
means of social communication and honor a number of prominent Catholic communicators. From 
a New York Times columnist and a former Commonweal editor to an exhibit of art spanning 1,700 
years to a successful producer of such programs as General Hospital and Capitol who turned away 
from that life to film documentaries highlighting issues of hunger and oppression in our society, 
Dayton, Ohio, will become a point of convergence for Catholic media experts, professionals and 
personalities for a number of Catholic media-related events. 
"People are aware of how information is critical to our existence on the planet," says 
Zukowski, an expert in communication technologies for ministry and education who directs the 
University of Dayton's Institute for Pastoral Initiatives and the virtual learning community for 
faith formation. "The Internet is a remarkable advancement. We also have television, CNN, the 
rapid explosion of books, newspapers and other forms of media to further stimulate our 
imagination and consciousness so that we cannot be passive to the world around us." 
Nearly 40 years ago, the Second Vatican Council declared its support of "the media of 
social communication" because of its ability to "reach and influence, not only individuals, but the 
very masses and the whole of human society." Today there are more ways than ever to be a 
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messenger of the Gospel, according to Zukowski. 
"What we're seeing today is the reality of a communication age," she says. "We now use 
many forms of communication to reach the minds and hearts, heads and hands, of people all over 
the world." 
During September at the University of Dayton: 
• 
• 
• 
• 
New York Times columnist Peter Steinfels and former Commonweal editor Margaret 
O'Brien Steinfels will receive the University's prestigious Marianist Award, named 
for the religious order of priests and brothers who founded the University. The 
Steinfelses will receive their award and present a lecture on Sept. 3 at 4:30 p.m. in 
the Kennedy Union Ballroom. It's free and open to the public. 
On Sept. 4 the Marian Library will become a temporary home to a celebration of 
nearly two millennia of a certain form of social communication with the opening of 
"The Mother of God: Art Celebrates Mary," a collection of 38 paintings and 
sculptures on loan from the permanent collection of the Vatican Museums. The 
Vatican exhibit, with pieces on display spanning 17 centuries, will remain at UD 
until Nov. 10. It's free and open to the public. 
The University will commemorate the Second Vatican Council and explore the 
impact of the Council's document "The Church in the Modern World" with the 
conference "Church and World: The Legacy and Challenges of Vatican II." 
Speakers at the conference, which runs Sept. 25-27, include Richard Rodriguez, a 
Pacific News Service editor and contributor to the "PBS News Hour with Jim 
Lehrer," as well as Thomas More Beaudoin, who will present a workshop entitled 
"The Spirituality of Starbucks and the Swoosh: Corporate Branding in the Light of 
Gaudium et Spes." See http:/ /churchworld.udayton.edu. 
On Sept. 24 the University's Daniel Kane award will be presented to Gerard 
Thomas Straub, who had for many years been a successful producer of such 
television programs as General Hospital and Capitol. But after spiritual conversion 
during a trip to Italy, Straub decided to film documentaries to highlight issues of 
hunger and oppression in modern societies. The Daniel Kane Award is given 
annually to a person who has made an outstanding lifetime dedication to Gospel 
values through various forms of media. A 7:30 p.m. lecture and video presentation 
in Sears Recital Hall is free and open to the public. 
"What's very impressive about Gerard Straub is that he gave up a very lucrative 
professional career to dedicate himself to the production of videos in the Franciscan spirit to raise 
the moral consciousness of the world today," says Zukowski. "The University of Dayton is 
attuned to his message and the messages these other communicators have to offer us. We're 
committed to a partnership of common agendas with them to make our students intellectually, 
politically and spiritually well-grounded to the issues of our world." 
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For media interviews, contact Sister Angela Ann Zukowski, MHSH, at (937) 229-3126 or 
via e-mail at Angela.Zukowski@notes.udayton.edu. 
